
BACKYARD BIRD CALENDAR

WATCH FOR WINTER
FLOCKS OF CARDINALS
AT YOUR FEEDERS.
OBSERVE WHICH
MALES/FEMALES ARE
DOMINANT

JANUARY

PROVIDE OPEN WATER WITH HEATED BIRD BATHS
THIS WAY BIRDS CAN HAVE CLEAN AND WELL-OILED

WEATHERS TO SURVIVE COLD WINTER TEMPERATURES.

LISTEN FOR GREAT
HORNED OWLS
CALLING AS PAIRING
AND NESTING BEGINS

CHICKADEES WILL ALSO
ARRIVE IN FLOCKS 

WHAT OTHER SPECIES
SHOW UP AT THE SAME TIME? 
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WINTER FLOCKING
CONTINUES FOR
CARDINALS AND

CHICKADEES

GREAT HORNED
OWLS ARE NESTING

MALE BLUEBIRDS
BEGIN DEFENDING

NESTING
TERRITORIES

WATERFOWL BEGIN
MOVING BACK INTO OHIO
BY THE END OF THE
MONTH

FEBRUARY
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RED WINGED
BLACKBIRDS 

LARGE FLOCKS OF
MOSTLY

FEMALE ROBINS

CHIPPING SPARROWS

DUCKS AND OTHER
WATERFOWL

MARCH

GOLDFINCHES BEGIN THEIR
CHANGEOVER TO BRIGHT
SUMMER COLORS

Watch for "Harbingers of Spring”

CARDINAL AND CHICKADEE FLOCKING
BEHAVIOR DISSIPATES
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LISTEN FOR WILD TURKEYS GOBBLING TO
ATTRACT MATES

APRIL 15TH PUT UP
YOUR HUMMINGBIRD FEEDERS

MOUNT HOUSE WREN AND
CHICKADEE BOXES 

Goldfinches complete their
transition to summer yellow
plumage

PUT OUT NESTING MATERIAL. WATCH WHICH BIRDS COME
AND WHERE THEY GO TO DISCOVER ROBIN, CARDINAL,

CHICKADEE AND MORE NESTING SITES

WATCH FOR INDIGO BUNTINGS AT
YOUR FINCH FEEDERS.
BLUEBIRDS BEGIN NESTING —
PROTECT THEIR BOXES
FROM SPARROWS AND OTHER
PREDATORS.

APRIL
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Watch for Scarlet Tanagers.
best observed in wooded areas in
early May before tree leaves
fully emerge

WATCH FOR ROSE-BREASTED
GROSBEAKS AT YOUR FEEDERS. IF
YOU SEE THEM FOR MORE THAN A
WEEK, THEY ARE PROBABLY
NESTING NEARBY

PUT OUT NESTING MATERIAL. WATCH
WHICH BIRDS COME AND WHERE THEY GO TO

PUT OUT YOUR SUMMER BIRD BATHS BY THE
END OF THE MONTH

MOUNT AND OPEN
NEW PURPLE

MARTIN HOUSES
BY THE END OF

THE MONTH.

HUMMINGBIRDS AND
ORIOLES HAVE RETURNED

KEEP YOUR NECTAR
FEEDERS FULL AND FRESH. 
USE NESTING MATERIALTO

TRACK THESE BIRDS 
TO THEIR NEST SITES.

MAY
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JUNE
BACKYARD BIRD CALENDAR

Rose-breasted Grosbeaks are
nesting and visiting feeders

HANG A HUMMBUG FRUIT FLY
FEEDER IN A SHADY LOCATION
FOR YOUR HUMMINGBIRDS.

KEEP YOUR FEEDERS FULL AND WATCH
FOR CARDINAL FLEDGLINGS MAKING THEIR
FIRST FEEDER VISIT. EASY TO SPOT WITH
THEIR UNSTEADY FLIGHT AND MOTTLED
FEATHERS

BLUEBIRDS MAY NEST 2-3
TIMES A SEASON. 
CLEAN OUT YOUR

BLUEBIRD BOXES AS SOON AS
THE LAST BROOD AS FLEDGED,
OR AFTER A FAILED TO MAKE
THEM AVAILABLE AGAIN AS

SOON AS POSSIBLE.
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ORIOLES AND GROSBEAKS ARE IN THE
FINAL STAGES OF NESTING, GETTING 

 READY TO DEPART, BUT
GOLDFINCHES ARE JUST GETTING

STARTED

KEEP YOUR BIRD NESTING MATERIAL OUT
FOR BIRDS THAT ARE STARTING A
SECOND BROOD, AND KEEP YOUR

FINCH  FEEDERS FULL DURING THIS
SEASON

JULY

HUMMINGBIRD OPULATIONS
INCREASE DRAMATICALLY OVER
THE COURSE OF THE SUMMER.

KEEP YOUR FEEDERS
FULL, FRESH AND CLEAN.

HANG ANOTHER
HUMMINGBIRD

FEEDER OUT OF SIGHT OF
YOUR FIRST ONE, SO
THAT FEMALE AND
YOUNG BIRDS HAVE

A FEEDER PROTECTED
FROM THE

DOMINANT MALE IN YOUR
AREA.

Observe non-feeder birds like: 

robins             catbirds 

bluebirds        thrushes

 warblers
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Migratory birds like
orioles and

grosbeaks complete
their nesting and

begin moving to their
winter feeding

grounds in tropical
rainforests

WATCH FOR NATURAL
FEEDING ON FRUITS AND
BERRIES AS THESE WILD

FOOD CROPS MATURE

KEEP YOUR
BIRDBATHS AND
HUMMINGBIRD

FEEDERS CLEAN AND
FRESH, ESPECIALLY IF

DRYER WEATHER
PREVAILS

GOLDFINCHES CONTINUE
NESTING WITH A SECOND BROO,
AND ALSO CONTINUE HEAVY
FEEDER ACTIVITY

ADULT AND JUVENILE
CARDINALS AND OTHER BIRDS
CONTINUE HEAVY FEEDING
ACTIVITY AT PLATFORM
FEEDERS

AUGUST
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PURPLE MARTINS HAVE FINISHED
NESTING AND DEPART EARLY IN
SEPTEMBER

BRING IN OR INVERT AND COVER
YOUR SUMMER BIRD BATHS
BEFORE FROST

FALL WARBLER AND HAWK
MIGRATIONS ARE UNDERWAY

Goldfinches begin their fall
molt, changing to winter drab
plumage. Migratory birds form 
fall flocks

SEPTEMBER

HUMMINGBIRDS WILL BE LEAVING BY MID-MONTH
 KEEP YOUR FEEDERS FULL TO GIVE THEM ENERGY

ON THEIR STRENUOUS MIGRATORY TREK

HUMMINGBIRDS THAT NESTED IN CANADA MAY STILL
BE ON THEIR WAY THROUGH THE END OF THE

MONTH, SO LEAVE YOUR FEEDERS OUT FOR THEM!
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OHIO’S “SNOWBIRDS” BEGIN TO RETURN
TO OUR BACKYARD FEEDERS INCLUDING

PURPLE FINCH
 

PINE SISKINS

RED-BREASTED UTHATCHE

JUNCOS

OCTOBER

WATCH FOR THE
REASSEMBLY OF THE

WINTER CARDINAL
FLOCKS AND THE WINTER

CHICKADEE FLOCKS

PUT OUT YOUR GROUND FEEDERS
TO WELCOME THE RETURN OF THE JUNCO
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 WATCH FOR SPARROW ACTIVITY       
 UNDERYOUR FEEDER 

                 RUSTY-CROWNED CHIPPING
SPARROWS ARE ON THEIR

                      WAY SOUTH

                 RUSTY CROWNED AMERICAN      
TREE SPARROWS ARE 

REPLACING THEM

WHICH ONE ARE YOU SEEING? BOTH? 
 

LOOK FOR WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROWS AS WELL. ARE THERE 
ANY TOWHEES SCRATCHING FOR
SEED NEXT TO THEM?

NOVEMBER
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NATURAL  FOODS  CAN  BE  UNAVAILABLE

IN  SNOWY  OR  ICY  CONDITIONS

      KEEP  YOUR  FEEDERS  FULL  OF     

  SUNFLOWER,  SAFFLOWER,  OR  

SUNFLOWER  RICH  MIXES  

          ENJOY  THE  VIEW  AS  CARDINAL

         FLOCKS  AND  CHICKADEE  FLOCKS  VISIT

 USE  A  HEATED  BIRD  BATH  TO  

    ATTRACT  A  WIDE  VARIETY  OF  BIRDS

MAKE  SURE  YOUR  GROUND  

FEEDING  TRAY  IS  IN  PLACE  AND  FULL

IF  YOU  HAVE  WINTER  BLUEBIRDS,  

PROVIDE  THEM  WITH  FREEZE-

DRIED  MEALWORMS  OR  BLUEBIRD

 NUGGETS

DECEMBER
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